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BRIEFS 


LONGTIME  NOBTS  PROF 
AND  MISS.  NATIVE  DCS 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  Petal 
native  and  William  Carey 
University  graduate  Jerry  N. 
Bartow,  professor  of  preach¬ 
ing  and  pastoral  work  at  New 
Orleans  Senmiary  (NOBTS). 
died  Nov.  11  alter  a  brief 
.ilness.  He  was  72  years  ok). 
After  a  career  in  the  pastor¬ 
ate.  Bartow  joined  the  NOBTS 
faculty  in  1996  and  taught  in 
the  College  of  Undergraduate 
Studies  (now  Leave!  College) 
utm4  1998.  when  he  was 
elected  to  the  graduate  fac¬ 
ulty.  In  2003.  ha  was  named 
dean  of  graduate  studies  and 
served  in  that  role  uni  2015, 
when  h*  focus  relumed  to 
the  classroom. 


PRO-UR  CENTERS' CASE 
GETS  SUPREME  HEARING 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  The 
US.  Supreme  Court  win 
hear  arguments  on  a  2015 
California  law  that  requires 
ptoJtfe  pregnancy  centers 
to  ten  their  clients  about 
the  availabiiity  of  abortion 
services  elsewhere  The 
Catfomia  law  «s  seen  by  pro- 
kfe  groups  as  uxkcatrve  of  an 
ongoing  effort  by  abortion- 
rigbts  advocates  end  their 
lawmaking  aBies  around  the 
country  to  limit  the  impact  of 
pro-fife  centers  Wnois  and 
Hawaii  have  similar  laws,  but 
lower  courts  have  invalidated 
locaflyenacted  mandates  in 
Austin.  Texas  Baltimore.  Md  . 
Montgomery  County.  Md.: 
and  New  York  City. 

ADOPTION  TAX  BENEFIT 
ADDED  TO  LEGISLATION 

WASHINGTON  (BP) -A  ’ 
longstanding  but  endangered 
tax  benefit  to  encourage 
adoption  hat  gained  new 
life,  es  Republicans  in  the 
U.S.-  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  amended  their  tax 
reform  proposal  Nov.  9  to 
include  the  adoption  tax 
credit  The  action  came 
after  adoption  and  pro-file 
..  *  ates  led  i.  w-  •  l.J 
charge  to  persuade  the  GOP 
to  restore  to  the  Tta  Cuts  and 
Jobs  Act.  H  R.  1.  a  benefit 
available  to  many  adoptive 
parents  the  lest  two  decades 
The  credit  »  1 13.570  for  the 
yeor  2017  The  U  S  Senate 
version  of  tax  reform  legists 
tion  includes  the  adoption 
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Museum  of  the  Bible  opens  in  D.C. 


$50oM-plus 
facility  has 
eight  floors 
of  exhibits 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  Protestant, 
Catholic,  and  Jewish  leaders 
from  the  U.S.  and  Israel  joined 
Museum  of  the  Bible  board 
chairman  Steve  Green  Nov.  17 
to  dedicate  the  eight-story  at¬ 
traction  in  Washington.  D.C.,  in 
advance  of  the  public  opening 
over  the  weekend. 

"We  only  have  one  mission: 
that’s  to  invite  all  people  to  en¬ 
gage  in  the  history,  narrative, 
and  impact  of  the  Bible,"  said 
Museum  of  'the  Bible  Presi¬ 
dent  Cary  Summers  during  an 
October  panel  discussion  the 
museum  hosted.  "It's  a  non- 
sectarian  approach,  and  you 
draw  your  own  conclusions  af¬ 
ter  visiting  here.’ 

On  average,  visitors  would 
have  to  spend  nine  eight-hour 
days  in  the  $500  million-plus 
museum  to  read  every  placard, 
see  every  artifact,  and  experi¬ 
ence  every  activity  offered,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  official  museum 
fact  sheet. 

Guests  enter  the  museum  on 
the  first  floor  through  the  nearly 
40-feet  high  Gutenberg  Gates, 
comprised  of  118  brass  panels 
inscribed  in  Latin  with  the  first 


MUSEUM  OF  THE  BIBLE 


Info  and  tickets  are  available  at 
museumofthebible  org 

80  lines  of  Genesis.  The  script 
is  written  in  reverse  to  encour¬ 
age  guests  to  create  souvenir 
robbings,  according  to  the  mu¬ 
seum’s  website. 

Also  on  the  first  floor,  chil¬ 
dren  can  "walk  on  water"  in 


the  nearly  2,200-square-foot 
Courageous  Pages  children’s 
exhibit.  Walking  on  Water, 
one  of  13  Courageous  Pages 
areas  of  interest,  technologi¬ 
cally  creates  the  illusion  of  a 
watery  surface  where  children 
may  stand  and  inspect  animat¬ 
ed  marine  life  below,  accord¬ 
ing  to  museum  publicity. 

The  second  floor  s  27,000 
square  feet  of  exhibit  space 


demonstrates  the  Bible’s  in¬ 
fluence  'on  nerj-ly  every 
aspect  of  life,"  according  to 
museum  promotions. 

A  254-foot-long  tapes¬ 
try  telling  the  Bible's  place 
throughout  American  history 
is  a  focus  of  the  second  floor, 
which  also  showcases  the  Bible 
in  worldwide  aulture,  govern¬ 
ment,  and  contbriijxirmy  news. 

see  MI4SEUM  gc  p  11 


Combined  Choirs  of  Jones  County  perform 


The  Combined 
Choirs  of  Jones 
County  performed 
during  the  Oct  31 
evening  session 
of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting  at 
First  Church.  Jack- 
son  Jones  County 
Baptist  churches 
included  First  Laurel. 
Salem  Heights.  He¬ 
bron.  Indian  Springs. 
West  EllisVille  First 
Ettisville.  Eastview. 
and  Tucker  s  Cross¬ 
ing.  along  with 
Jones  County  Junior 
Cottage  Concert 
Choir  (Photo  by  Wil¬ 
liam  H  Perkins  Jr.) 
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New  IMB  missionaries  appointed  in  Virginia 


RICHMOND.  Va.  (BP)  -  As  a 
preschooler  in  Mission  Friends, 
new  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
ary  Amy  Jones  learned  about 
God’s  desire  to  gather  people 
from  every  nation,  tribe,  peo¬ 
ple  group,  and  language  by  His 
grace  and  for  His  is  glory. 

‘It  became  real  when  my 
mother  returned  from  Eng¬ 
land  with  stories  and  a  tea  set,” 
Jones  recalled  during  the  Send¬ 
ing  Celebration  Nov.  16  that 
marked  the  appointment  of 
32  new  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  personnel  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  entity’s  office 
in  Richmond,  Va. 

‘Europeans  are  fascinat¬ 
ing  peoples  but  too  few  follow 
Christ,  so  I  began  to  pray  for 
them,'  she  said. 

Her  husband  Casey  recount¬ 
ed  how  God  brought  the  cou¬ 
ple  together  at  Travis  Avenue 
Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
where  they  helped  develop 
leaders  and  start  churches. 
"Now,  (our  church)  is  sending 
us  to  Europe  where  the  world 
celebrates  500  years  of  Refor¬ 
mation  to  participate  in  a  new 
spiritual  awakening.' 

Time  and  again  during  the 
Sending  Celebration,  the  new 
missionaries  shared  how  God’s 
influence  in  their  lives  as  chil¬ 
dren,  teenagers,  and  young 
adults  from  all  over  the  United 
States  —  and  even  from  around 
the  world  —  has  matured  into 
an  obedience  to  share  the  Gos¬ 
pel  among  the  unreached  peo¬ 
ples  and  places. 


Global  influence 

Candace  Gagnon  (not  her 
real  name)  learned  about  mis¬ 
sions  as  a  child  in  Vacation 
Bible  School,  and  then  she  par¬ 
ticipated  in  missions  as  a  youth 
on  a  short-term  trip  to  Mexico 
where  God  called  her  to  inter¬ 
national  missions. 

Her  husband  Kevin  (not  his 
real  name)  said  the  Lord  used 
local  church  missions  and  em¬ 
ployment  at  Christian  summer 
camps  to  develop  his  passion 
for  reaching  the  peoples  of 
South  America.  The  couple  is 
being  sent  by  Lawndale  Cnurch 
in  Greensboro,  N.C. 

David  Luca  (not  his  real 
name)  said  growing  up  in  East¬ 
ern  Europe  under  a  strict  Com¬ 
munist  regime  gave  him  ap¬ 
preciation  for  having  a  Bible 
and  reading  God's  Word.  He 
later  began  reaching  out  to  lost 
people  in  his  home  country  and 
neighboring  regions. 

Now,  he  and  his  wife  Ju 
lia  (not  her  real  name)  are  be¬ 
ing  sent  by  a  church  in  Geor¬ 
gia  to  North  Africa  and  the 
Middle  East. 

For  Lucy  Jackson  (not  her 
real  name),  it  was  missions  dis- 
cipleship  training  in  Girls  in 
Action  at  her  church  where  she 
was  first  ‘exposed  to  the  reality 
that  not  all  people  around  the 


NEW  MISSIONARY  -  Matthew  Fisher,  a  new  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  missionary,  is 
lifted  m  prayer  by  Gordon  Fort.  IMB  ambassador  lor  the  president  (front  right),  and  Daniel  Ethridge 
(left)  from  Liberty  Church  in  Hampton.  Va  .  who  led  worship  (BP/IMB  photo) 


globe  have  access  to  the  good 
news  of  Jesus,*  she  said. 

Jackson  and  her  husband 
Doug  (not  his  real  name)  are 
being  sent  by  a  church  in  Geor¬ 
gia  to -North  Africa  and  the 
Middle  East.  ‘God  drew  us  to 
a  missional  inner -city  cammu 
nity  in  Memphis  where  we  were 
exposed  to  and  challenged 'to 
seek  the  lost  in  hard  places  of 
this  world,"  Doug  noted. 

Sean  Hyong  (not  his  real 
name)  was  in  a  worship  service 
in  high  school  with  tears  rolling 
down  his  face  when  he  felt  Goa 
leading  him  to  take  the  Gospel 
to  the  nations.  His  wife  Eliza¬ 
beth  Not  her  real  name)  was  on 
a  mission  trip  in  college  when 
God  called  her  to  full-time  mis¬ 
sion  work. 

The  couple  is  being  sent  by 
their  California  church  to  the  un¬ 
reached  peoples  of  Central  Asia. 

Margie  Rose  (not  her  real 
name),  who  is  being  sent  by 


ber  church  in  Virginia,  shared 
how  God  brought  her  from  an 
orphanage  in  Romania  to  send 
her  to  South  Asia. 

‘1  was  called  by  God  at  sum¬ 
mer  camp  while  listening  to  the 
testimonies  of  missionaries," 
she  said,  noting  God  confirmed 
His  call  on  her  life  while  she 
ministered  among  Gypsies  in 
Slovakia  and  during  two  years 
in  South  Asia. 

Obedient  response 

Each  life  story  shared  by  the 
new  missionaries  flows  from 
a  heart  of  obedience  to  Christ, 
IMB  President  I  ‘avid  Platt  said 
during  the  Sending  Celebration. 
He  called  on  the  appointees  to 
continue  to  pour  out  their  lives 
in  selfless  love  for  Christ. 

“More  than  anything  else 
that  I  pray  for  you,  I  pray  that 
what  you  do  in  the  days  to 
come  will  merely  be  an  over 


flow  of  a  love  relationship  with 
Jesus...  that  a  heart  for  Him  — 
a  love  and  affection  and  adora¬ 
tion  for  Him  —  is  what  drives 
you  on  a  day-by-day  basis,* 
Platt  said. 

‘I  have  seen  people  manu¬ 
facture  a  heart  for  missions 
and  yet  miss  a  heart  for  Jesus, 
and  1  don't  want  that  to  happen 
to  you.’ 

He  referred  to  Matthew  26. 
where  a  quiet  woman  held  tin 
alabaster  flask  full  of  perfume 
worth  a  year's  wages  She  ap¬ 
proached  Jesus  and  poured  tni 
perfume  on  His  head  an  act 
Jesus  ascribed  as  a  gift  of  hoiuft 
and  beauty 

Platt  noted  the  sti irv  revolves 
around  the  reality  that  Jesus 
was  about  to  die,  and  the  wom¬ 
an  realized  Jesus'  death  was 

. 

place  in  order  to  save  sinners 

"He  came  to  live  the  life  none 
of  as  could  live.*  Platt  said,  "and 


More  than  anything 
else  that  I  pray  for 
you,  1  pray  that 
what  you  do  in 
the  days  to  come 
will  merely  be  an 
overflow  of  a  love 
relationship  with 
Jesus...  that  a  heart 
for  Him  —  a  love 
and  affection  and 
adoration  for  Him  — 
is  what  drives 
you  on  a 
day-by-day  basis  ' 

David  Platt 
IMB  president 


He  died  the  death  we  deserved 
to  die.  Jesus  took  the  judgment 
due  our  sin  upon  Himselfa.  ami 
the  news  just  keeps  getting  bet¬ 
ter:  Jesus  has  conquered  death 
so  that  anyone  can  turn  from 
sin,  look  to  Jesas,  put  your  trust 
in  Him,  and  He  will  save  you 
from  your  sin.” 

“Jesus  is  worthy  of  your  un¬ 
ashamed.  unrestrained,  undi¬ 
vided,  unadulterated  devotion," 
Platt  said. 

Whether  prompted  toward 
full-time  mission  service  as  a 
child,  youth,  or  adult,  the  new 
missionaries  shared  that  their 
obedience  to  full-time  mission 
service  is  rooted  in  dial  devo¬ 
tion  to  their  Lord  and  the  di¬ 
rection  He  has  given  through 
Scripture. 

‘in  Psalm  96.  we  are  in¬ 
structed  to  declare  God  s  glory 
among  the  nations  and  to  tell 
of  His  marvelous  works  among 
all  peoples."  new  missionary 
Harvey  Sparks  said.  He  and  his 
wife  Jenifer  are  Icing  sent  hi 
Temple  Hills  (Md.)  Church  lo 
Sub  -Saharan  Africa. 

“In  Mark  ih.  Jesus  *i»m 
mauds  His  followers  to  go  min 
all  the  world  and  proclaim  the 
Gospel  to  the  whole  ol  -ere 
ation, "  Jenifer  said. 

“In  Scripture,  the  tail  in 
take  the  Gospel  to  the  nations 
is  clear  and  compelling,  and  so 
that  is  why  we  go,*  Harvey  said. 


HEADED  TO  FIELD  -  Inter 
national  Mission  Board  (IMB) 
President  David  Platt  (at  po¬ 
dium).  tomed  by  some  of  the  32 
new  missionaries  being  sent  by 
Southern  Baptist  churches  to  the 
nations  leads  a  responsive  read¬ 
ing  during  the  new  missionaries 
Sending  Celebration  Npv  16  in  • 
Richmond.  Va  (BP/IMB  photo) 
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t  is  Thankscving  time  and  it  is  one 
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it.  If  you  ve  ever  been  around  somi 
sand  spurs  down  in  Florida  or  the 
areas,  the)'  will  bring  deep  pain. 

When  Paul  talked  about  his  thorn  in  the 
Hesh,  ycm  could  make  it  a  physical  problem 
or  an  imattonal  problem  or  a  mental  prob¬ 
lem  or  a  spiritual  problem  and  it  would  all 
fit  and  vou  would  Hd  die  pam  that  he  was 
going  through.  It  may  be  tost  you  ate  going 
through  some  thorny  experiences.  For  life, 
whether  its  youthful  and  existing,  older 


iio,  baa  its  t>  ®my  situations.  Often  thorny 
things  are  /*t  skuadoos,  but  at  ether  tiroes 
they  show  up  as  living,  breathing  people 
and  that  is  just  as  thorny 

However  they  show  up  and  whatever 
they  touch  in  your  life,  the  reality  is  you 
and  I  typically  revert  to  our  first  response 
-  get  no  of  this!  That's  what  Paul  did.  In 
fart,  be  admits  that  three  times  he  called 
upon  the  laird  to  take  away  the  thorn  in 
the  flesh.  Get  rid  of  this  thorn,  tins  pain, 
thi*  sticky  thing  in  mv  life  to  the  point 
that  be  even  pied  with  Ood  to  remove  the 
thorn  and  God  did  not. 


be  kin  to  the  frustration  that  you  may  be 
feeling  sometimes  when  the  mom  doesn’t 
go  away.  or  God  doesn’t  seem  to  want  to 
or  have  time  or  care  about  intervening 
in  your  life  to  remove  it.  it  stays  and  it 
continues  to  stick  you.  But  while  most 
folks  know  about  die  thorn  in  the  flesh 
that  Paul  had,  many  do  not  read  on  to 
hear  Paul  rejoicing  in  the  thorn,  of  giving 
thanks  that  he  has  the  thorn. 

If  you  go  back  and  read  2  Corinthians 
12:7  and  following,  you  wiH  find  out  some 
interesting  and  amazing  things.  You  will 
find  out  that  this  was  a  painful  thing  that 
Paul  was  going  through.  You  will  abo 
read  in  Scripture  that  the  painful  thing 
was  known  by  God  btd  rt  came  from  Sa¬ 
tan.  You  win  also  read  that  the  thorn  was 
left  there  by  God  to  keep  Paul  from  being 
carried  away  by  his  own  spiritual  experi¬ 
ences  that  might  make  him  conceited  or 


thorn,  tins  pain,  arrogant  in  bis  own  spirituality, 

ife  to  the  pomt  tonally,  you  may  find  that  God  told 

lod  to  remove  the  the  great  apostle  -  I  know  you  have  the 
thorn,  but  I’m  going  to  gjye  you  some- 


{z  Cor.  12:9).  God  gave  the 
apostle  Paul  a  glowing,  glorious  resource 
of  His  grace  that  would  enable  him  to 
endure,  to  continue,  to  even  be  blessed 
by  this  thorn  in  his  life.  At  this  Thanks¬ 
giving  season,  it  would  be  easy  to  try 
to  pick  out  one  or  two  or  three  or  four 
good  things  to  thank  God  for  that  you 
nave  seen  Him  do.  You’ve  been  blessed 
because  He  opened  up  the  windows  of 
heaven  and  poured  out  some  good  bless¬ 
ings  00  you.  I  understand  that  there  may¬ 
be  a  thorn  in  your  life.  You  may  have 
struggled  with  it,  prayed  about  it,  wished 
Goawould  remove  it,  and  there  it  is  still 

sticking}™-  „  ,  ,  .  ’ 


ing  time  and  say,  "God,  thank  You  for  the 
thorn’?  See  here’s  the  fact  In  reality,  real 
thorns  sometimes  slow  you  down  and 
that  is  not  a  bad  thing.  Sometimes  they 
will  speed  you  up,  and  that  is  not  a  bail 
thing  either.  Sometimes  thorns  will  shift 


-  listen.  Listen  to  God  trying  to  help  us,  ex¬ 
plain  to  us,  show  us.  He  is  not  trying  to  hurt 
us,  but  to  help  us.  And  so  it  was  that  Paul 
looked  to  God  and  listened  to  God  and  then 
he  limped  on  with  God.  Trust  that  God  will 
help  you.  Even  with  the  thorn.  He  can  do 
great  things  through  your  life.  Don't  stop, 
just  limp  on.  Determine  that  your  attitude 
te  not  going  to  be  sour  and  that  your  faith 
will  be  strong  enough  to  say, -God,  thank 
You  for  this  thorn. ' 

If  and  when  you  and  1  get  there  we 
might  be  able  to  join  with  the  apostle 
Paul  as  he  writes  in  that  same  pas¬ 
sage.  This  is  the  conclusion  he  came  to 
and  said,  "Therefore  1  take  pleasure  in 
infirmities,  in  reproaches,  in  necessities 
in  persecutions,  in  distresses  for  Christ’s 
sake:  for  when  1  am  weak,  then  am  1 
strong’  (2  Cor.  12: 10).  Happy  Thanksgiv  • 
ing.  Take  a  look  at  it  and  thank  God  for 
the  thorns  that  have  come  in  your  life. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 

tfons@mbc6.orp. 
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MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  sophomore  ferry 
Cos  (taft)  of  Bay  Mmette.  Al„  and  senior  Drake 
Denson  of  Brandon  placed  first  m  toe  Cabala's 
Collegiate  Bass  Senas  event  Nov  4  at  Nealy 
Henry  Lake  near  Gadsden.  Al 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  freshman  Emily 
HootseH  (front  row.  left)  of  Natchez  and  sopho¬ 
more  Bradford  Sauls  (front  row.  second  from  left) 
of  Norris  City.  II  .  place  first  m  the  mixed  com¬ 
pound  team  shoot  at  USA  30  National  Cham¬ 
pionships  in  Foley.  Al  Sauls  also  placed  first  m 
men’s  compound  class  Other,  lower  finishes 
were  also  claimed  by  the  team 


In  other  CoHgoo  Nows: 

►  Mississippi  Copegs  Theater  Department  la  presenting  the  Midi  anniversary  performances 
of  Be  Merry  and  Bright  -  the  Beat  Chnatma*  Pageant  Ever  Performances  are  Nov.  28  -  Dec  ,  t.  H 
a.m.,  and  Nov.  28  and  30, 7  p  m. 


iOCiPHi:  "R 


ZBST  ULSTSP  ZBSAE  XTPSEMZDTPATC 
ZBDZ  ZBSQ  JACBZ  XTPSEMZDTP  ZBS 
MNEALZXESM. 

IXHS  ZOSTZQ-VUXE:  VUEZQ-VARS 


Clue:  Z=T 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Acts  1:7 

*y  Chartas  Han.  19)3-2004.0  200S 


M&4  udio  LLC 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

m  fetaim  *aud  io  i  I*,  com 


PO  Bos  I J75 
CHnkm.  MS  39*0 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  401-924-28*0 
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Richard  Bennett  is  the  state 

representative  from  District  120 
-  Harrison  County  on  the  coast. 
Kjciwd  Bennett  is  the  Chairman  of 


U  ACTION  COMM 


iSSSEE-  Set  the  Record  Straight 

The  final  public  hearing  for  Chair-  U 

an  an^  ^is  study  Committee 

IS  nn  Ttinrc^o.,  XT - l _ , 


man  ai»u  ms  siuuy  commi 

was  on  Thursday,  November  16,  at 
i;oo  at  the  Capitol.  On  that  morning, 
before  the  final  hearing,  Chairman 
Bennett  made  the  following  comments 
on  statewide  talk  radio,  an3  I  quSte 
Today  we  have,  we  invited  everyone 
we  could  think  of  that  might. ..We 
have  casino  people.  We  have  religious 
orgamzahons  were  [sic]  invited.  None 
ot  them  are  coming.  They  chose  not 
to  come  and  give  an  opinion  either 
way  on  it.  And  that  was  a  Baptist 
‘Wpjfrtion,  Catholic,  Methodist,  I 
think  the  Episcopal,  anyway,  those  for 
whatever  reason,  the  religious  orga¬ 
nizations  have  chose  [siejnot  to  get 
involved  in  it.’ 

Having  heard  these  comments 
on  radio  by  Chairman  Bennett  I 
went  early  to  the  final  hearing.  1 
approached  Chairman  Bennett.  I 


introduced  myself  to  him  again  (ha  v- 
mg  done  so  at  the  very  first  hearing.) 
lam  Kenny  Digby,  Director  of  the 
Christian  Action  Commission  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  J 
am  here,  and  very  concerned  about 
the  lottery,  and  would  like  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  speak."  Chairman  Bennett 
said  1  was  not  on  the  list  of  those 
invited  to  speak,  and  was  not  on  the 
program  for  the  hearing.  He  said  he 
would  not  allow  me  to  speak  at  the 
public"  hearing. 

I  then  told  him  that  I  had  heard  his 
comments  on  radio,  and  I  needed  the 
opportunity  to  set  the  record  straight. 
The  Christian  Action  Commission 
does  care;  we  are  against  the  lottery 
and  gambling  in  any  form.  We  are 
present  and  ready  to  give  our  opin¬ 
ion.  I  again  asked  for  two  minutes  to 
speak  at  the  hearing  -  to  set  the  re¬ 


cord  straight.  He  a..,ain  said  he  would 
not  allow  me  to  speak  at  the  "public" 
hearing.  1  then  made  the  following 
comment  to  Chairman  Bennett,  “Sir 
I  have  never  claimed  to  speak  for  you 
or  know  your  mind.  I  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  you  not  speak  for  others 
on  radio  nr  in  public,  especially  for 
Mississippi  Baptists."  He  then  said 
1  misunderstood  his  comments  on 
radio.  One  can  go  read  them  for 
himself  -  Chairman  Bennett  needs  to 
read  his  own  comments. 

Two  minutes  could  have  corrected 
misleading  statements' by  Chairman 
Be  tnett.  Two  minutes  could  have  set 
the  record  straight  so  that  the  Clarion 
hedger  newspaper  would  not  have 
propagated  the  misleading  public 
accusations  of  Chairman  Richard 
Bennett  toward  faith  based  groups. 

Two  minutes  could  have  corrected 


«iTH 


Chairman  Bennett  s  false  statements 
(whether  willful  or  just  ignorant.) 

I  think  Chairman  Bennett,  with  his 
comments  on  radio,  willfully  threw 
a  grenade  into  the  room  to  distract 
everyone  from  the  real  issue  of  the 
damage  a  state  lottery  will  do  to  our 
communities  across  our  state. 

Hear  me:  we  at  the  Christian  Action 
Commission  are  opposed  to  a  state 
lottery.  I  believe  every  member  of  the 
House  and  Senate  knows  we  are  op¬ 
posed  to  the  lottery  —  everyone  except 
t  hairmun  Bennett.  We  have  been 
oresent  and  available  at  three  public 
hearings  by  the  Study  Committee  We 
have  tned  to  let  Chairman  Bennett 
know  how  we  feel  about  the  lottery  - 
we  would  ask  you  to  let  him  know  how 
you  feel  about  the  lottery  Call  him  at 
*>01-359-2860  or  email  him  at  rben- 
- fho 


K 


nett(a>house.ms.Rov. 

Digbu  is  executive  director-trea¬ 
surer  of  the  Christian  Action  Com¬ 
mission.  He  can  be  reached  at  (601 ) 
292-3329/office.  (662)  284-9163/01 1 
or  by  e-mail  at  kdigbytSwhristiunac  ' 
tion.com. 


Church  Security:  As  crime  rises,  churches  must  plan 


Crime  Prevention  Basics 


FIRST  IN  A  SEVEN-PART  SERIES 

By  Chester  L.  Quarles 
(1944-2013) 

Correspondent 

Church  crimes  are  increasing 
exponentially.  While  attacks  arc 
geographically  isolated,  they  are 
occurring  in  almost  every  state  on  a 
regular  basis.  Sanctuary  size  or  mem¬ 
bership  levels  don’t  correlate  when 
churches  are  selected  as  attack  zones. 
Some  churches  are  targeted  because 
they  are  located  in  more  vulnerable, 
inner-city  locations.  Other  churches 
are  targeted  because  they  are  -soft" 
and  “easy"  targets. 

Churches  are  not  safe  havens! 
Criminals  hold  almost  nothing  sacred! 
Murder,  robbery,  burglary,  rape,  child 
abduenon,  pedophilia,  and  crimes  at 
off-facility,  church  sponsored  activi¬ 
ties  are  becoming  more  frequent.  Car 
theft  and  automobile  break-ins  are 
perpetrated  during  services,  while 
burglary  and  arson  are  after-hours 
problems.  Some  targeting  occurs  dur¬ 
ing  services. 

In  developing  comprehensive 
security  plans,  we  should  always 
remember  the  words  of  our  Lord  in 
Matthew  10:16,  when  he  challenged 
his  disciples.  “Behold,  I  send  you 
forth  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves: 
be  ye  therefore  wise  as  serpents  and 
harmless  as  doves."  -We  need  wisdom 
beyond  ourselves  and  a  recognition 
of  the  evil  jn  our  society.  James  1:5 
recorded.  "If  any  of  you  lacks  wisdom . 


—  Stop  denying  crime  threat 

—  Recognize  crime  can  be  deterred 

—  Read  the  Word 

—  Pray  for  guidance 


let  him  ask  of  God,  who  gives  to  all 
liberally  and  without  reproach." 

Jeffrey  Hawkins,  in  writing  Se¬ 
curity  and  Emergency  Planning  for 
Faith-Based  Organizations,  quoted 
an  online  July  2008  poll  taken  by  the 
Christian  News  Web  site,  OneNews- 
Now.com.  This  survey  indicated  that 
“over  75%  of  all  responding  Christian 
churches  indicated  tout  they  had  no 
security  or  emergency  plans  in  place." 
lour  church  should  be  an  exception 
to  this  statistic. 

The  first  step  in  church  secu¬ 
rity  is  to  read  the  Word  and  pray  for 
guidance  in  finding  solutions  to  the 
complex  issues  of  crime.  The  second 
step  is  to  recognize  and  accept  the  fact 
that  churches  are  frequently  targeted. 
The  third  step  is  to  form  a  security 
committee  that  is  representative  of  all 
ministries,  ages,  and  genders. 


—  Form  a  security  committee 

—  Plan  to  prevent/deter/avoid  crime 

—  Plan  for  natural  disasters 
Establish  a  guardian  program. 


The  committee  should  then  com¬ 
plete  a  comprehensive  risk  assess 
ment.  How  dangerous  is  your  neigh¬ 
borhood?  Have  any  churches  been 
targeted  in  your  area?  Your  local 
police  or  sheriffs  department  can  help 
you  focus  your  priorities  and  give  you 
specifics  appropriate  to  your  site.  ' 

If  security  cameras,  burglar  and/ 
or  fire  alarms,  or  contract  security 
officers  are  needed,  you  will  ,,|So  be 
dealing  with  for-profit  security  com¬ 
panies.  Oftentimes  your  security  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  inundated  with  crime 
data,  some  of  which  may  be  contradic¬ 
tory.  Always  remember  that  private 
companies  offer  a  service  or  a  product, 
so  sometimes  their  assessments  are 
biased  in  favor  of  a  profit. 

Remember  that  tne  word  "security  ’ 

is  a  positive  term.  Security  doesn't 
have  to  cost  a  lot.  In  fact,  some  of  the 


best  security  programs  are  free!  Even 
,  if  security  requires  a  financial  invest¬ 
ment,  it  is  a  wise  expenditure  w  hen 
considering  the  vulnerability  of  not 
addressing  your  risks.  Substantial 
liability  results  from  a  secular  f’ol- 
lyanna  approach,  intimately,  lawsuits 
may  he  your  highest  risk! 

Most  churches  already  have  a 
security  program  in  place.  A  welcom¬ 
ing  committee,  sometimes  called 
greeters,  are  components  of  an  i  t 
fective  guardian  program.  A  church 
member  stands  at  each  entrance  and 
welcomes  both  members  and  visitors 
as  they  enter.  Criminals  don't  want 
a  welcoming.  They  don't  want  your 
greeter  to  look  them  in  the  eye  or  to 
shake  their  hand.  Thev  want  to  recon 
•toiler  the  premises  to  see  if  they  can 
target  your  facility  succcsslullv 

A  cold-hearted  church  that  does  not 
recognize  nor  greet  visitors  (indeed, 
the  members  don't  qven  speak  to  their 
visitors)  is  like  a  magnet  to  a  church 
criminal.  Warm-hearted,  caring 
churches  are  crime  resistant  by  their 
very  nature,  but  even  a  warm-nearted 
church  needs  a  viable  security  and 
safety  plan. 

Quarles,  who  died  in  October  xtn.t. 
was  professor  emeritus  0/  criminal 
justice  and  homeland  security  at  the 
Cniversitu  of  Mississippi,  and  co¬ 
author  of  the  bo ok.  (>  ime  Prevention 
for  Houses  of  V\  orship  Copyright 

2011  Used  by  permission  This  senes 
originally  appeared  uperuHlictilly  in 
I  he  Baptist  Record  during  non  and 

2012  Alt  rights  reserved 


"Behold.  I  send  you  forth  as  sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves 
be  ye  therefore  wise  as  serpents  and  harmless  as  doves 

Matthew  10:16 
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>  Pleasant  H8I  Church,  Oeorya-Gntene 
Association.  will  hold  (pedal  *erv*x»  to 
celebrate  Christmas.  Nov  29:  choir  fcm 
Went  Salem  Church,  Georw-Greenr  Associa 
tkm,  will  present  0  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem. 
Dec- to,  u:oo  *.m.:  George  Smith,  mianon- 


Just  for  the  Record  - 


Hr  f  ■  ■  n  s' . 
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TRINITY  CHURCH,  ITAWAMBA  ASSOCIATION,  group  Samos  Aduto  Living  Tnumphandy  (SALT)  FRIENDSHIP  CHURCH.  ABERDEEN,  and  pastor  Bv;k 
depart  on  thair  tall  foliage  tour  Burton  recognized  vatarane  on  Nov  12 

S  In  other  Church  News: 

►  Fin*  Church.  Jackson.  will  celebrate 
Worid  Missions  Weekend  on  Nov.  39-Dec.  3. 

Linda  Cooper,  national  Woman  *  Missionary 
Union  president,  will  be  guest  speaker.  For 
mote  information:  fmitbaptistjackaoiuws/ 
evrnts/wjrkJ-raiwuona-vroek/- 

►  First  Church.  Jackson,  win  host  the 
48th  Carol*  by  Canifleligbt  marking  Chritfma* 
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FIRST  CHURCH.  COLUMBUS,  recently  ordained  three 
man  as  deacon*:  Jason  Httbum.  Kyle  Crawford,  and  Scott 
Shuttfesworth. 


TRINITY  CHURCH,  CARTHAGE,  Woman  s  Miaaionarv 
Union  coRectad  non-perishable  food  items  lor  the  Lsaka  County 
Baptist  Food  Pantry  a*  thair  focal  October  missions  project 


rut  God's  Greatest  Gift. 

'  ►  Union  Church.  Tytartcwn.  wili  host 
it*  annual  Live  Nstivity  Scene  on  Dec.  1-3. 
Featured  will  be  scene*  from  the  time  of 


>  HoDy  Spring*  Church,  Foaworth,  wiD 
ceieonte  tne  Hanging  of  the  Green  on  Nov. 
a6  ri  10  The  5tc^  of  Amazing  tow  will 
indude  a  children's  musical  number,  adult 
presentation!-,  a  ddt,  and  monologue*.  Daw 
Nhlr ils,  pastor.  For  mm  information,  call 

(boj)  669-0971. 

>  Nr*  Church.  Quitman.  win  boat  a 
oriebration  honoring  the  rehremert  of  Grady 
Crowdl,  misrinn*  director  for  Oartr  Aaaoaa- 
tkm  In  Quitman.  on  Dec.  2  from  2-4  pjn. 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH.  WALNUT  GROVE,  dedicated 
Orayaon  Brown  on  Nov  0  Ptctund  wish  Osayaon  are  parent* 
Jo ah  and  Shannon  Brown,  older  brother  Lawton,  and  panto' 
Michael  Marptsr 


SARDIS  CHURCH,  WESSON,  on  Oct  B  ordamad 
Cecil  Templeton  a*  deacon  Pictured  with  Templeton  are 
his  wde  Jennifer,  pastor  Billy  Barnes,  end  Tyler  end  Vanda 
Bust  at 


FIRST  CHURCH.  LOUISVILLE.  00  Nov  «  hotted  the  Ami 
annuel  Missions  Madness  A  total  of  100  pH*  and  39  leaders 
and  what  4od  le  doing  m  Soudi  America 


1  4  Mississippi  Women's  Missionary 
horn  T?  churches  foamed  about  mis 


WILUAMSVILLE  CHURCH.  KOSCIUSKO,  recently 
ordained  Stove  Lane  (center)  as  deacon  Pictured  with  Lane 
are  pastor  Junior  Daw*  (left)  end  Lane  s  wile  Donna 
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WANILLA  CHURCH. 
MONTICELLO.  Fannie  Wilson 
Sunday  School  Class  recently 
held  their  annual  Fall  Soup 
Lunch  Jeff  Vosbrink.  pastor 


FRENCH  CAMP  CHURCH. 
FRENCH  CAMP,  on  Oct  29 

ordained  as  deacon;  (beginning 
second  from  left)  Robert  Pea¬ 
cock.  Scott  Barlow,  and  Daniel 
Crowley  Pictur  x)  with  the. 
new  deacons  are  ftcy  Hawkins, 
Choctaw  Associated  missions 
director  (left)  and  pi  stot  Randy 


VALLEY  GROVE  CHURCH.  PONTOTOC  ASSOCIATION,  recognized  the 
church*  veterans  on  Nov  12  Shown  are  the  veterans  with  pastor  Greg  Herndon 
(left) 


NEW  LIBERTY  CHURCH,  MORTON,  honored  their  veterans  on  Nov  12  Each 
veteran  stood  under  then  division  flag  A  patriotic  cross  pin  was  placed  on  each 
veteran  s  lapel 


NEW  HOPE  CHURCH,  TUPELO,  had  special  recognition  and  appreciation  ser-  RED  BANKS  CHURCH,  RED  BANKS,  on  Nov  12  ordained  Justin  Luke  (front 


vices  for  veterans  of  the  church  on  Nov  12  Pictured  are  (not  in  order)  Billy  Young  rewv  third  from  left)  to  the  Gospel  ministry  Pictured  with  l  uke  are  his  wife  Beth  and 


Ed  Cooper.  Ed  Bowers.  Mac  Gregory.  John  Ellis,  Andy  Gregory  Steve  Swann.  Marky  daughter  Eva  Joy  his  grandfather  Jerry  McCormick  (second  from  left),  ha  father 
Pomeroy,  and  pastor  Lowell  Johnson  John  Luke  (second  from  right)  and  church  deacons 


CARMEL  CHURCH.  MERtD 
IAN.  ordaeted  Andy  Manvel 
(second  from  left)  and  Josh  Timms 
(nght)  as  deacons  on  Aug  13  Also 
pictured  are  deacon  chairman 
Larry  Whit  ahead  (left)  and  pastor 
Joe  Anderson  (second  from  nght) 

SPRINGFIELD  CHURCH. 
MORTON,  recognized  mem¬ 
bers  of  law  enforcement  first 
responders  and  veterans  with 
an  American  flag  mounted 
on  a  wooden  base  and  a  flag 
nbbon  lapel  pm  James  Son- 
nenberg  Joye  Warner  speaker 
Ken  Mclemore  Jerry  Miles  Call 
Wootery  Kendetl  Winstead.  Ron 
aid  Wade  and  David  Watts 
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Puerto  Rican  pastor  group 
shows  appreciation  for  help 

'Despite  the  suffering  and  destruction  that  Hurricane 
Maria  has  inflicted  on  the  church  buildings,  houses, 
and  the  lives  of  our  people,  [and)  the  exodus  of  many 
of  the  church  members  to  the  USA.  the 
pastoral  spirit  is  up.  not  down,  and  we  are  serving 
our  communities  and  sharing  the  Gospel. 

Joig*  Alvarez 

Convention  of  Puerto  Rico  and  U.».  Virgin  lelande 

executive  director 


SAN  JUAN,  P.R.  (BP)  -  The 
"heart  and  spirit  of  Southern 
Baptists'  are  evident  as  church¬ 
es  and  leaders  help  Puerto  Rico 
recover  after  Hurricane  Maria, 
pastor  Jorge  Alvarez  said  Nov. 
it  in  San  Juan. 

AJvarez,  executive  director 
of  the  Convention  of  Puerto 
Rico  and  U.S.  Virgin  Islands, 
was  among  iso  local  pastors 
and  guests  who  attended  an 
appreciation  dinner  held  in 
their  honor. 

The  Hispanic  Baptist  Pastor” 
Alliance  (HBPA)  rganized  the 
event  held  at  the  Sheraton  Ok} 
San  Juan  Hotel.  The  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  Executive 
Committee,  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Mission  Board  and  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  supported 
the  event. 

'I  am  sharing  with  our  lead¬ 
ership  that  we  have  a  denomi- 
nati  >n  that  has  not  forgotten 
us,’  Said  Alvarez,  pastor  of  First 
Church  of  Aredbo.  To  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  has  placed  all  their  re¬ 
sources  at  our  disposition,  in¬ 
dicating  ti  t  heart  and  spirit  of 


ident  and 


Frank  S.  V 
CEO  of  the 

Convention  (SBC)  "Executive 
Committee  in  Nashville,  said 
the  SBC  a  tprechttee  the  work 

of  Southern  Baptist  pastors  on 
the  island. 

“They  have  worked  so  hard 
and  we  want  to  give  them  a  spe¬ 
cial  time  to  show  them  that  they  Dravjne 
are  not  alone,"  Page  told  Baptist  L.„c  * ; 
Press  (BP).  The  devastation  leaderel 
caused  by  Hurricane  Maria  is 
absolute' 
are  thai 


GRATEFUL  -  Strtl  rebuilding  after  Hurricane  Maria.  Southern 
Baptist  pastors  and  1  amity  members  m  Puer.o  Rico  praised  God  at 
an  appreciation  dinner  held  in  their  honor  in  San  Juan  (BP  photo) 

Ken  Wea thereby.  Executive  up.  not  down,  and  we  are  scrv- 
Committec  vice  president  for  ing  our  communities  and  shar- 
conventkin  advancement,  told  ing  the  Gospel. 

BP  that  Southern  Baptists  are  “Our  pastors  continue  to  be 
"  ;  for  fellow  believers  and  faithful  to  their  calling  in  the 
in  the  Caribbean.  Lord’s  ministry,”  he  said 

"We  want  the  pastors  to  Felix  Cabrera,  HBPA  co- 
■'iat  they  are  not  alone,  founder  and  board  member, 
lough  they  are  going  has  spent  weeks  helping  p'as- 
dimcult  times  in  this  tors  recover, 
re  as  their  fellow  South-  The  majority  of  our  South- 
list  brothers  and  sisters  ern  Baptist  pastors  have  been 

_  fare  praying  for  them,  the  hands  and  feet  in  many  of 

and  we  are  doing  everything  we  our  communities  and  towns 
can  to  support  them  and  pro-  on  the  island,"  Cabrera  said, 
vide  necessary  resources.  Our  “Week  after  week  following 
churches  have  responded  well  "  the  hurricane,  they’  have  pro- 
Alvarez  thanked  Southern  vided  physical  food,  water, 
Baptists  for  their  support,  men-  and  medicines,  but  also  spiri- 
tioning  the  Executive  Commit-  tual  food. 

American  Mission  "Because  of  that,  the  His- 
Board  (NAMB),  Send  Relief,  panic  Baptist  Pastors  Alliance 
state  conventions,  associations,  decided  to  dedicate  and  invest 
and  churches.  time  in  the  pastors,  their  wives, 

“Despite  the  suffering  and  and  children,"  said  Cabrera, 
destruction  that  Hurricane  Ma-  pastor  of  Central  Church  in 
ria  has  on  the  church  Oklahoma  City. 

.  '  i  The  dinner  will  strengthen 

'  rs  and  "help  them  on  the 

_ _  _ „  road  of  recovery  before 

to  continue  to  the  USA,  the  pastoral  spirit  is  them,"  Cabrera  said. 


*£4  ^  even  . 

_ _  _ _  ..  .  tM  work  "iimitoi 

that  is  being  done  by  disaster 
relief.  However,  we  wanted  to  em 
re  Ji  out  to  the  pastors  in  a  way  fo  chrj 
to  show  our  love  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  them." 

Bobby  Sena,  Hispanic  rela¬ 
tions  consultant  for  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee,  also  praised 
the  pastors  and  their  con¬ 
gregations.  “1  have  no  doubt 
that  out  of  the  ashes,  rubble,  <eCt 
and  devastation,  a  new  Puer-  - 
to  Rico  church  will  rise  up,” 

Sena  told  BF. 

“The  pastors  may  have  lost 
their  homes  and  church  build¬ 
ing  —  and  many  of  their  mem- _ | _  _ _ _ 

bere  have  become  part  of  the  buildings,  houses,  and  the  lives 
Puerto  Rican  diaspora  in  the  of  our  peuyle,  [and]  the  exodus 
USA  —  but  they  have  main-  of  many  of  the  church  members 
tamed  their  resolve  t'asr"* —  ‘  ’  .  '  ’§  I 

preaching,  teaching  and  minis- 
'•■”i,ig.  despite  the  condition- 

on  the  island.  :I«»1 

resilience 

of  the  pastoral  leadership  and 

their  church  membership  are  Mia  b  taking  resumes  for  the  posi 
amazing,  Sena  said.  I  went  to  TON  Of  FMAHCkAL  SECRETARY.  Tbs 
encourage  them  and  came  away  Doeaon  a  20  in  eeetty  turntu  *tt>  Mcm- 
inspired.  I  will  never  be  the  **  E*a  •  recommended  and  Mgsrana 
same  again.*  eRK  PoewCheidi  mat  as  KtgM  but  not 
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An  upcoming  banquet  is  be¬ 
ing  planned  to  honor  pasture  in 
the  U.S.  Virgin  Islands. 
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STAY  FAITHFUL  —  Lysa  TerKeurst,  founder  of  Proverbs  31  Ministries  in  Matthews.  N.C..  encourag¬ 
es  women  leaders  to  stay  faithful  to  the  Scriptures  at  the  2017  LifeWay  Women's  Leadership  Forum 

(BP  photo  courtesy  of  LifeWay) 


LifeWay  forum  designed  to 
encourage  women  leaders 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Facing 
breast  cancer  and  the  break¬ 
down  of  her  marriage.  Proverbs 
31  Ministries  founder  Lysa  Ter- 
Keurst  stood  before  1,800  wom¬ 
en  on  Nov.  9  at  UfeWay’s  annual 
Women's  Leadership  Forum  and 
urged  them  to  remain  steadfast 
in  Christ 

TerKeuist's  cancer  diagnosis 
in  October  came  on  the  heels  of 
a  June  separation  horn  her  hus¬ 
band  of  as  years  due  to  his  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  and  infidelity. 

She  told  the  leaders  fathered 
at  Long  Hollow  Church  in  Hen¬ 
dersonville,  Tit,  that  having  a 
cancer  diagnosis  and  a  marriage 
crisis  happen  so  closely  together 
was  difficult,  but  that  the  Word 
of  God  was  anchoring  her  and  it 
could  anchor  them,  too. 

“So  man}'  things  are  happen¬ 
ing  to  116  as  individuals."  she  said. 
“1  see  people  staggering,  wander¬ 
ing,  and  searching.  .They  are  hun¬ 
gering  and  thirsting  for  the  Word 
of  the  Lord.  There  is  a  famine  in 
our  time  for  the  Word  of  the  Lord. 

“We  must  expose  the  enemy  1  >f 
our  soul  so  we  can  lead  ourselves 
and  lead  others."  TerKeursl  con¬ 
tinued,  "and  to  do  that,  we  must 
he  steadfast  in  the  Lord  and  in 
His  Word/ 

Steadfast  was  the  theme  this 
year  for  the  Women’s  I eadership 
Forum,  which  drew  women  from 

43  states. 

The  theme  for  this  year  Is 

important  because  it's  easy  for 
leaders  —  regardless  of  role 
or  seaaon  —  to  want  to  give  up 
when  thing?  get  hard,"  said  Kelly 
King,  women's  ministry  special¬ 
ist  &  LifeWay. 

The  Hume  was  based  on  the 
exhortation  from  1  Corinthians 
15:58  to  "he  steadfast  inures 
able,  always  excelling  in  the 


LONG  TRIP  —  Janet  Paollicelli.  Christina  Grant,  and  Jennet  Shue 
(left  to  right)  ot  Grace  Fellowship  in  York.  Pa  .  traveled  a  great 
distance  to  worship  together  and  hear  from  some  of  women's  min¬ 
istry  s  most  sought-out  speakers  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  LrfeWayl 


Lord's  work,  because  you  know 
that  your  labor  in  the  lord  is  not 
in  vain." 

TerKeurst  delivered  the  tirsi 
keynote  message  of  the  forum, 
cautioning  leaders  to  be  faith 
ful  in  their  study  of  Scripture 
before  attempting  to  lead  oth¬ 
ers  effectively. 

"You  can  do  all  kinds  of  great 
seminars  about  how  to  lead,  ino 
tivate  people,  and  make  numbers 
work/  she  said.  “You  can  take 
personality  tests  or  do  Strengths 
Finder...  hut  the  one  thing  we 
must  ik>  as  a  steadfast  leader  Is 
stay  in  the  Word  of  God.  You  can 
read  business  books  all  day  long, 
but  it  will  not  change  your  heart 

Bible  teacher,  speaker,  and 
author  Beth.  Moore  outlined  at¬ 
tributes  Jesus  possesses  that  live 
in  those  who  believe  in  Him  and 
that  equip  leaders  to  be  steadfast 
in  ministry. 

-We  are  not  called  to  merely 
‘get  by,'”  Moore  said-  “We're 
called  to  be  effective  and  pro¬ 


ductive...  Everything  we  need  to 
live  profoundly  effective  lives. 
He  has  done."  — 

F.ric  Geiger.  LifeWay's  se¬ 
nior  vice  president,  encouraged 
the  women  to  stay  steadfast  in 
leadership  and  ministry  through 
<  hararter  development. 

"  If  your  gifting  outpaces  your 
character  -  if  your  position 
weighs  more  than  your  integ¬ 
rity  -  you  will  fall."  Geiger  said. 
'This  takes  place  with  very  gift¬ 
ed  leaders." 

Breakout  sessions  were  led  by 
key  IjfeWay  leaders,  including 
Connia  Nelson,  vice  president  of 
human  resources;  'Previn  Wax, 
Bible  and  reference  publisher, 
Faith  Whatley,  director  of  adult 
ministry,  and  Jennifer  Lyefl,  di¬ 
rector  ot  book  ministry  area. 

LifeWay  authors  who  served 
as  keynote  speakers  and  break 
out  session  leaders  included  li¬ 
sa -Jo  Baker,  Rachel  Lovingwxl. 
KeUy  Minter,  and  Angela  Tnom- 
as- Pharr 


Mississippi  WMU 
holds  2017  annual 
meeting  in  Jackson 


JACKSON.  Ms.  (Special)  - 

Sandy  Wisdom- Martin,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  of 
national  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  in  Birmingham, 
challenged  participants  at  the 
2017  annual  meeting  of  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  WMU  Oct.  30  in  the 
chapel  of  First  Church,  Jackson, 
to  “recall  the  great  need  that  all 
people  have  to  confess  their  bro¬ 
kenness  and  accept  the  restora¬ 
tion  provided  by  Jesus  Christ .’ 

Special  guests  included  mis¬ 
sionaries  serving  in  East  Asia 
with  Southern  Baptists’  Inter¬ 
national  Mission  Board,  who 
shared  the  work  of  God  in  that 
area  of  the  world  and  the  need 
for  prayers  to  undergird  this 
work  as  they  battle  lostness  in 
Jesus'  name. 

Dru  Diliey  ,  serving  in  Co¬ 
piah  County  as  an  evangelism 
catalyst  for  Southern  Baptists’ 
North  American  Mission  Board 
spoke  of  numerous  avenues  to 
reach  individuals  in  Mississippi 
with  the  Gospel. 

Mississippi  WMU  members 
also  elected  new  officers.  Judy 
Anderson  of  Saltillo  was  chosen 
as  president.  Terrie  Harwood  of 
Batesville  was  selected  as  vice- 
president.  Rory  Vanlandingham 
of  Houston  was  tapped  to  serve 
as  secretary  . 

"Judy  Anderson  is  gifted 
and  experienced  for  this  time 
in  the  history  of  Mississippi 
WMU,"  said  Janet  Green,  out¬ 
going  president. 

Green  also  expressed  "many 
thanks  to  Mississippi  Baptists 
for  allowing  me  to  serve  for  the 
last  four  years  as  the  state  presi¬ 


dent  of  Mississippi  Woman's 
Missionary  Union.  It  is  always 
an  honor  and  a  joy  to  serve  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

“Our  Lord  never  takes  our 
time,  energy,  and  resources. 
Rather,  in  His  manifold  grace, 
He  multiplies  these  things  in  our 
lives.  It  is  my  prayer  in  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  today  that  each  believer 
will  seek  the  face  of  our  Lord  to 
determine  how  He  would  have 
them  serve  Him  to  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  for  His  kingdom. 

“May  He  use  our  prayers, 
gifts,  and  service  to  bring  many 
in  our  world  to  abundant  and 
eternal  life  through  faith  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ." 

Tammy  Anderson,  consul¬ 
tant  in  the  Mississippi  WMU 
office  and  coordinator  of  the 
annual  meeting,  said.  This 
annual  meeting  was  unique 
in  that  it  included  visits  from 
Living  legacies  —  Annie  Arm¬ 
strong,  Lottie  Moon,  Margaret 
lackey,  and  Edwina  Robinson 
—  who  shared  missional  chal 
lenges  for  today’s  leaders. 

"Past  Mississippi  WMU 
presidents  participated  by 
sharing  motivational  quotes 
from  missions  heroes  like  Jim 
Elliott,  William  Carey,  Fannie 
Heck,  Charles  Spurgeon,  and 
Hudson  Taylor. 

This  year's  theme.  By  AD 
Means,  challenged  us  to  “become 
all  things  to  all  people  so  that 
by  all  possible  means  wr  might 
save  some  (1  Cor.  9:22b,  N1V).’ 
As  participants,  we  were  encour¬ 
aged  to  engage  our  communi¬ 
ties  to  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  by  any  means  necessary." 


LEADERS  GATHER  -  Woman  s  Missionary  Union  (WMU) 
leaders  past  and  present  enjoyed  an  Oct  30  reception  honoring 
outgoing  president  Janet  Green  during  the  annual  meeting  ot 
Mississippi  WMU  at  First  Church.  Jackson  They  included  (back 
row  bom  left)  Joan  Michel  president  1989  93  Sandy  Wisdom 
Martin  executive  director-treasurer  ot  national  WMU  Donna 
Swarts.  president  2006-09  Janet  Green,  president  2013-1/ 
Sharon  Neff  president  2009-13.  Rebecca  Williams,  president 
1997-2001  (front  row.  from  left)  Terrie  Harwood,  current  vie* 
president.  Judy  Anderson  current  president  and  Rory  VanlamF 
ingham  current  secretary  (Photo  by  William  H  Perkins  Jr ) 
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Tennessee  messengers  vote  not  to  seat  church 


wbo  is  a  Missis- 
■■■& 
attempted  to  reg- 
whiehin- 
DiGio- 
in  the  position 


from 

Tfx- 


HENDERSONVIU-E.  Term.  (BP 
•ani  >uu«i  fmmSA  Messen¬ 
gers  »  the  Tennessee  Baptist 
Convention  (TBC)  annua]  meet¬ 
ing  voted  overwhelmingly  dur¬ 
ing  the  TBCs  opening  session 
Nov.  14  not  to  seat  messengers 
Tom  First  Church  in  Jefferson 
City,  which  recently  called  a 
woman  '  ~ 

sippi 

:  chi 

ister  seven  mi 
eluded  new  ^ 
sia,  who  has 
-ince  Aug.  l. 

-  The  church's  web  site  Bets  De 
Ciosia  as  earning  a  BA. 

•rom  Mississippi  College  in 
ton  and  an  M.Div. 

Baylor  University  it 
is.  The  years  of  graduation  are 
lot  included 

The  web  site  also  notes  the 
•hurch  is  dually  aligned  with 
•he  Cooperative  Baptist  Fel- 
owship  and  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention. 

In  mid -October,  the  TBC 
Committee  on  Credentials  met 
ind  agreed  that  a  church  with 
i  woman  pastor  does  not  fit 
•he  definition  of  ‘cooperating 
church’  as  defined  by  the  state 
■Oliver twin's  bylaws  The  fcotn- 
nittee  based  its  decision  on  Ar¬ 
ticle  VI  of  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  2000  declaring  that 
‘the  office  of  pastor  is  limited  to 
*  men  as  modified  by  Scripture." 

Di  Giosia  and  the  church 
soottacent  met  with  The  reps, 
nation  secretary  Dan  FerrclJ  on 
he  morning  of  Nov.  14  and  were 
imsented  guest  name  badges 
and  a  bag  of  materials  which  in 
-hided  everything  given  to  mes- 
lengers,  except  ballots. 

Curt  Wagoner,  chair  of  the 
Credentials  Committee,  moved 
that  messengers  affirm  the  com¬ 
mittee's  decision  not  to  register 
messengers  f.-om  the  church. 
Several  messengers  spoke  for 
and  against  the  motion. 


PARTICIPATION  DECLINED  -  Tennessee  Baptist  Convention 
(TBC)  registration  secretary  Dan  Ferrell  (left)  speaks  with  EHen  Di 
Giosia  (right),  pastor  ol  First  Church.  Jefferson  City  (Tn.).  and  other 
church  members  on  Nov  14  during  the  TBC  annual  meeting  (BP 
photo  courtesy  of.  Baptist  and  Reflector) 

Tim  Fields,  a  messenger  from  Nashville,  had  a  question  for  the 
Immanuel  Church  in  Nashville,  committee:  "Did  Jesus  tell  you 

not  to  seat  the  messengers?" 

She  cited  soul  competency. 


_ churches  are  autonomous 

and  that  Baptists  traditionally 
have  supported  the  concept  of 
Ihepriesthood  of  the  believer. 

Frank  Bowling,  pastor  of  First 
Church  in  Medina,  agreed  that 
churches  are  autonomous  but 
also  noted  that  conventions  are 
autonomous.  The  question  is 
the  autonomy  of  the  local  church 
and  this  body  being  able  to  ex¬ 
press  that  same  seif-autonomy 


ry  Grove  Church  in  H  unhand, 
'urged  messengers  to  affirm  the 
committee's  decision  on  the 
of  biblical  compliance, 
imising  the  Gospel  is  de- 
-  tn  our  cause."  he  said. 
Kelly  Moreland -Jones,  a 

messenger  from  First  Church  in 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Kind  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  wav,  truth,  and  life. 

Simptv  share  the  fottfivvihg  prayer  with  Cod 
in  vnur  own  winds: 
I.  Lord.  I  admit  that  t  need  \»u.  tl  have  sinned. > 
J.  I  want  tori' iv ones-  lor  niv  sins 
■  \  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  «l  repi-nl.) 

:.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and.-rose  from  the 
t  grave  to  forgive  my  sins  tint!  to  restore 


nt\  relationship  with  \ou. 
tl  luflieve  in  Jesus.) 
4.  Bv  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  (hiislinto  my  life. 
From  this  time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  iov^n'krtdationship 
with  Him.  'I  .  n  *sy  hrist  av  my  Savior  and  lord.) 
\  r  ■  '  ' 

Go d  even  (o  (/love  n ho  ht'lie\ e  in  hi s  name."  ’ lohn  1:12) 
II  you  'ii  i k  1  a  decision  lor  (  hrlvl  lodav,  contad  a  firtai  Southern  lljplisl  iliurih 

lor  spiritual  guidance. 


the  priesthood  of  the 
and  local  church  autonomy. 
•"We  trust  God  to  call  pastors  of 
churches,"  she  said. 

Kevin  Shrurn,  pastor  of  In¬ 
glewood  Church  in  Nashville, 
agreed  that  First  Church  in 
Jefferson  City  has  every  right 
to  organize  as  it  sees  fit,  and 
"the  Tennessee  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  has  the  right' to  orga¬ 
nize  on  the  principles  it  has 

railed  for  the 

_ _ _ _ _  ijuestion  and  messengers  voted 

Cftv  "has  a  long  legacy  of  faithful  -to  end  discussion.  By  a  show  of 
service  to  God.  ballots,  the  motion  was  over- 

Chris  King,  pastor  of  Hicko-  whelmingly  approved  with  less! 


entire  fellowship  of  churches, 
according  to  Baptist  polity. 
Therefore,  our  church  is  no  lon¬ 
ger  a  part  of  the  Tennessee  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention." 

In  response  to  a  news  media 
question,  Di  Giosia  acknowl¬ 
edged  it  would  have  been  sim¬ 
pler  for  the  church  not  to  send 
prospective  messengers  and 
stayed  home.  *We  came  because 
there  needed  to  be  clarity  for  our 
church  and  for  the  convention," 
she  said,  noting  that  had  the 
church  not  sought  to  seat  mes¬ 
sengers,  the  convention  itself 
would  not  have  had  opportunity 
to  vote  on  the  issue. 

Di  Giosia  stressed  “this  was 
not  a  fight  or  a  battle.  It's  a  dis¬ 
agreement  between  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Christ." 

Randy  C.  Davis,  president 
and  executive  director  of  the 
Tennessee  Baptist  Mission 
Board,  also  spoke  to  news  me¬ 
dia  following  the  vote,  describ¬ 
ing  Di  Giosia  as  ‘a  Jfood  and 
godly  sister  in  Christ.’ 

There  was  just  a  theological 
difference  in  now  we  interpret 
Scripture  that  relates  to  the  fe¬ 
male  being  the  senior  pastor  of  a 
local  church,”  Davis  said. 


Voicing  appreciation  for  how 
TBC  messengers  conducted 
themselves  during  the  discus¬ 
sion,  Davis  said,  “They  were  very 
rivil  and  they  exuded  everything 
that  we  hold  dear  about  our  rela¬ 
tionship  to  Christ.’ 

the  TBC  leader  said  he  hopes 
the  action  sends  the  message 
that  “we  are  going  to  be  commit¬ 
ted  to  Scripture  and  that  in  spite 
of  how  others  may  interpret  this 
action,  it  is  very  important  that 
we  have  some  anchors  and  that 
we  have  a  belief  system  that  is 
tied  to  Scripture  " 

He  acknowledged  TBCs  con¬ 
fessional  statement,  the  Baptist 
Faith  and  Message  2000,  is  not 
inerrant  or  infaluole,  “but  it  re¬ 
flects  what  we  believe  about  the 
Word  of  God.” 

Davis  also  noted  that  while 
other  denominations  and 
churches  may  affirm  women 
nastors,  “our  network  of  church¬ 
es,  on  this  issue,  has  clearly  stat¬ 
ed  where  we  stand.” 

He  said  the  convention  ad¬ 
opted  the  Baptist  Faith  and 
Message  2000  in  2006  and  has 
affirmed  it  on  four  different  oc¬ 
casions  .  in  four  different  ways 
since  then. 


than  20  opposing  votes. 

Di  Giosia  and  messengers 
met  with  news  media  following 
the  vote  end  provided  a  state¬ 
ment  acknowledging  that  while 
"some  spoke  to  oppose  this  ac¬ 
tion,  a  majority  vote  of  the  mes¬ 
sengers  speaks  on  behalf  of  the 
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ay  School 


Set  Futures  •  Leviticus  26:3-16,  40-45 


VEMBER  26, 


Warning!  Warning!  Warning!  In  the 
distance  you  see  yellow  lights  flashing 
across  the  caution  saw  horses.  As  you  drive 
closer  you  observe  a  bright  yellow  sign  with 
die  word  ‘Danger'  printed  in  bold  black 
letters.  You  have  two  options;  slow  down 
or  stop  so  you  can  determine  the  danger, 
or  continue  going  lull  speed  ahead.  What 
will  you  choose?  God’s  Word,  the  Bible,  is 
filled  with  precepts  and  principles  on  how 
to  live  a  lire  pleasing  unto  Him.  However, 
it  also  provides  warnings.  If  you  choose 
to  walk  in  disobedience  there  will  be  the 
consequences.  In  our  final  lesson  for  this 
quarter,  we  will  see  God's  promise  and  His 
warning  to  the  nation  of  Israel  for  the  fu¬ 
ture.  This  warning  is  reiterated  more  em¬ 
phatically  in  Deuteronomy  28.  Bob  Deffin- 
haugli  states,  “This  chapter  does  not  just 
contain  words  of  warning,  but  also  some 
ofthe  greatest  words  of  hope  found  in  the 

The  chapter  begins  with  a  crucial  warn¬ 
ing  in  verses  one  and  two.  It  is  one  the 
Israelites  forgot  many  times  and  so  have 
we,  “You  shall  not  make  for  yourselves 
idols.  ’  Idols  would  lead  to  the  worship  of 
false  deities  rather  than  the  worship  of  the 
one  true  living  God.  The  second  warning 
was  to  keep  the  sabbaths  and  to  reverence 
the  sanctuary.  Why?  ‘For  1  am  the  LORD 
your  God."  This  phrase  is  used  repeatedly 


throughout  this  chapter  and  marks  the  eoee  living  within  us.  We  have  the  bless- 
end  (Reach  section  (w.  13,44,45).  ings  of  His  mercy,  grace,  faithfulness. 

Promise  (Lev.  26:3-13)  —  The  first  steadfast  love,  wisdom,  and  all  the  riches 
three  verses  outline  the  conditions.  This  found  in  Christ  Jesus  (fiph.  1:3;  Phil  4:19, 
focal  passage  outlines  the  divine  blessings.  Col  1:27;  2:2-3).  God  always  keeps  His 
Everything  hinged  on  farad's  keeping  of  promises,  however  people  do  not,  there- 
the  Mosaic  Covenant.  “If  you  walk  in  my  fore  God  issued  a . . . 
stature  and  observe  mv  commandment  Warning  (Lev.  26:14-16)  —  The 
and  do  them,  then  1  will  give  . .  .*  (w.  3,  next  verses  are  pivotal.  “But  if  you  do 

4)  the  bless-  not  listen  to 

fare  f'T 

tflity  in  the  ' 
land  (w+ 

5) ,  -living  in  | 
safety  in  the  1 
land  (v.  5), 
removal  of  ' 
dangerous 
animals  (v. 

6) ,  removal  k _  _ _ H 

ci  the  sword  39.  Basical - 

( /.6)  and  victory  over  enemies  (v.  7).  The  jy,  what  you  see  is  a  reversal  of  the  bless- 
)  lessings  were  directly  related  to  the  fa-  ings.  Instead  of  peace  there  will  be  peril. 

ael’s  possession  of  the  land  orf  Canaan.  Instead  of  finding  prosperity  in  the  land, 
God  would  provide  peace  and  prosier-  they  would  find  poverty.  The  warning 
ity  in  the  new  land  but  His  greatest  bless-  was  loud  and  clear.  If  the  Israelites  dis¬ 
ing  was  the  promise  of  His  presence,  “I  will  obeyed  His  commands,  they  would  face 
make  my  dwelling  among  you . . .  and  I  will  His  discipline.  This  discipline  would  also 
walk  among  you  and  wtflbe  your  God,  and  include  suffering  defeat  at  the  hands  of 
you  shall  be  my  people"  (w.  1 1, 12  ESV).  their  enemies.  The  heartbreaking  real- 
Our  greatest  blessing  is  our  salvation  ity  ,  there  would  be  a  growing  separation 
found  in  Christ  and  the  power  of  His  pres-  from  H  im. 


ence  livi 
ings  of 


not  listen  to 
me  and  will 
not  do  all 
these  com- 
r  1  -1  mandments 

Explore  the  Bible 

*  will  do  this 

with  Laura  LeatheritJ^^k  to  you."  Take 
I  a  moment  to 
read  verses 
14  through 
39.  Basical¬ 
ly,  what  you  see  is  a  reversal  of  the  bless¬ 
ings.  Instead  of  peace  there  will  he  peril. 
Instead  of  finding  prosperity  in  the  land, 
they  would  find  poverty.  The  warning 
was  loud  and  clear.  If  the  Israelites  dis¬ 
obeyed  His  commands,  they  would  face 
His  discipline.  This  discipline  would  also 
include  suffering  defeat  at  the  hands  of 
their  enemies.  The  heartbreaking  real¬ 
ity,  there  would  be  a  growing  separation 
from  Him. 


Throughout  this  passage  we  also  see 
the  phrase  'seven  times’  or  ‘sevenfold’  (w. 
18,  21,  24,  28).  The  nation  of  Israel  could 
choose  to  disobey  and  then  be  disciplined. 
However,  if  they  continued  to  “walk  con¬ 
trary"  to  God's  commandments  their  dis¬ 
obedience  would  be  sevenfold.  But  God 
provides  a  way  to... 

Return  (Lev.  26.-40-45)  —  There 
is  no  mincing  of  words,  Goa  promises  to 
hear  the  confession  of  His  disobedient 
people  and  to  restore  the  relationship  and 
fellowship.  “If  then  their  uncircumcised 
heart  is  humbled  and  they  make  amends 
for  their  iniquity,  then  I  will  remember  .  » 
.*  ( w.  4  ib-42  ESV).  Hope  was  and  is  found 
in  knowing  God  offers  forgiveness  to  all 
who  turn  to  Him  in  repentance. 

One  final  thought:  '“The  God  who  gave 
the  Israelites  the  law  in  order  to  guide 
them  towards  holiness  was  also  aware  of 
their  complete  inability  of  maintaining 
that  holiness  on  their  own  accord.  God 
knew  humanity  would  need  a  Savior  and 
sent  His  Son  to  die  in  our  place.  Leviti¬ 
cus  points  us  to  the  holy  God  and  to  our 
desperate  need  for  atonement  in  order  to 
have  a  relationship  with  Him"  (“The  Study 
Bible  for  Women  ,  by  Patterson  &  Kelley). 

leathers  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Madison. 


Andrew:  Active  Witness  •  John  1:35-42;  12:20-26 


When  John  the  Baptist  pointed  ou. 
Jesus,  he  said  to  Andrew:  “Look,  tfc; 
Lamb  of  God,’  John  1:36  (CSB).  The  a 
Andrew  and  another  of  John  the  Ba;>- 
tisfs  disciples  followed  Jesus  and  ta- 
came  folly  convinced  that  Jesus  was  In¬ 
deed  the  Messiah  prophesied  in  the  Old 
Testament.  Upon  believing  that  Christ 
was  the  Messiah,  the  Gospel  says:  ‘He 
[Andrew]  first  found  his  own  brothc  - 
Simon  and  told  him,  "We  have  found 
the  Messiah’  (which  is  translated  ‘the 
Christ"),  and  brought  Simon  to  Jesus," 
John  1:41-42  (CSB). 

This  gives  some  insight  into  who  An¬ 
drew  is: 

L  He  was  a  devoutly  religious  Jew 
seeking  God’s  truth  and  had  become  a 
disciple  of  John  the  Baptist. 

2.  He  was  eagerly  awaiting  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  Messiah  and  wanted  to  know 
more  about  what  John  the  Baptist  meant 
when  he  announced  that  Jesus  was  “the 
Lamb  of  God." 

3.  When  he  was  fully  convinced  that 
Jesus  was  the  Messiah  it  was  extremely 
important  to  him  that  he  tell  his  family 
(Simon,  “his  own  brother”). 

The  New  Testament  indentifies  .An¬ 
drew  as: 

L  Andrew  Bar-Jona.  son  of  John,  the 

brother  of  Simon  Peter 

2.  He  was  a  professional  fisherman 


who  was  in  partnership  with  his  brother 
and  James  &  John  the  sons  of  Zebedee. 

3.  Probably  bom  in  Bethsaida  on  the  Sea 
ofGalilee. 

4.  Executed  by  crucifixion,  likely  in  Pa¬ 
tras,  a  Greek  aty  at  a  dree  that  is  uncertain, 
probably  on  an  X -shaped  cross. 

There  are  many  things  we  do  not  know 
about  Andrew  whose  name  means  “Manly, 
Masculine,  Strong,  or  Courageous.”  He  did 
act  decisively’ with  faith  and  courage.  This  is 
why  most  New  Testament  scholars  will  con¬ 
sider  Andrew  as  Jesus’  first  disciple.  John 
the  Baptist's  J 

other  efisdpie 
in  John  1:37 

was  pnx>-  . 

^drewJ^d  Billie  Studies  for  Life 

Don  Hicks 

who  wrcAe 
this  account  HH 
in  the  Gospel 
of  John,  if  it 

is  correct  that  John  is  the  other  disciple  of 
John  the  Baptist  who  followed  Jesus  imme¬ 
diately  in  this  account,  we  are  reading  the 
account  of  an  actual  eye  witness  and  par¬ 
ticipant  in  the  story 

.•Andrew  had  spent  the  rest  of  the  day 
listening  to  Jesus  when  he  left  John  the 
Baptist.  Then  for  a  little  while.  Andrew 


and  Peter  continued  their  regular  work  as 
fishermen.  Then  one  day,  “Jesus,  walking 
by  the  sea  of  Galilee,  saw  two  brethren,  Si¬ 
mon  called  Peter,  and  Andrew  his  brother, 
casting  a  net  into  the  sea:  fot  they  were 
fishers.  And  he  saith  unto  them.  Follow 
me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men. 
And  they  straightway  left  their  nets,  and 
followed  hinvVstthew  4:18-20  (KJV). 
See  Andrew’s  strength  and  decisiveness 
again-  “And  they  straightway  left  their 
nets,  and  followed  him." 

Andrew1.,  decisive  faith  shows  again  in 
the  story  of 
feeding  the 
large  crowd 
A  with  a  little 

boy's  lunch 
of  5  barley 
rolls  and  two 
small  fish. 
“So  when 
Jesus  looked 
up  and  no¬ 
ticed  a  huge 

crowd  coming  toward  him,  he  asked 
Philip,  Where  will  we  buy  bread  so  that 
these  people  can  eat?’  He  asked  this  to  test 
him,  for  he  himself  knew  what  he  was  go¬ 
ing  to  do,"  John  6:5-6  (CSB).  Philip  didn’t 
do  well  on  this  test  because  he  thought  it 
was  impossible  for  them  to  feed  this  large 
crowd.  But  Andrew's  faith  was  such  that 


he  did  better  and  began  looking  around 
and  found  hope,  telling  Jesus:  “There's  a 
boy  here  who  has  five  barley  loaves  and“ 
two  fish  -  but  what  are  they  for  so  many?’ 
John  6:4  (CSB).  With  Andrew’ &  tiedgjmg 
faith  and  the  little  bey's  lunch  Jesus  told 
the  disciples  to  seat  the  crowd  of  five  thou¬ 
sand  men  and  their  families  and  take  them 
the  food  he  multiplied  right  before  their 
eyes.  Everyone  ate  their  fifl  and  12  baskets 
of  food  were  left  over. 

let  's  look  at  one  more  incident  that  gives 
a  glimpse  into  Andrew's  effectiveness  as  a 
faithful  leader  and  witness  among  the  disci¬ 
ples.  “Now  some  Greeks  were  among  those 
who  went  up  to  worship  at  the  festival.  So 
they  came  to  Philip  and  requested  of  him. 
'Sir  we  want  to  see  Jesus.'  Philip  went  and 
told  Andrew-  then  Andrew  and  Philip  went 
and  told  Jesus,’  John  12:20-22  (CSB)  Ihe 
request  of  the  Greeks  is  translated  “Sir,  we 
would  see  Jesus,"  in  the  King  James.  Many 
Baptist  pastors  over  the  years  have  put  a 
note  or  a  plaque  on  their  pulpit  reminding 
them  their  listeners’  desire  m  worship  is: 
“SIR,  WE  WOULD  SEE  J  ESUS.” 

The  challenge  of  Andrew's  example  is: 
would  your  family  ,  other  church  members, 
or  friends  come  to  you  as  Philip  cam1  to 
Andrew  for  help  to  take  pe<  >ple  to  Jesus? 

Hicks  is  Associational  Missions  three 
tor  for  Jasper  Asst  tciation 


MUSEUM 

com  from  p.  1 

“The  Bible  is  the  best-sell¬ 
ing,  most-translated  book  of 
all  time  and  is  arguably  his¬ 
tory’s  most  significant  piece 
of  literature,"  Green  has  said 
of  the  Bible.  “It  has  h8d  an  un¬ 
questionable  influence  on  sci¬ 
ence,  education,  democracy, 
arts,  and  society. 


“This  book  has  profoundly 
impacted  lives  across  the  ages, 
including  my  own." 

Steve  Green  is  a  member  of 
the  family  that  owns  Hobby 
Ixibby  and  several  other  en¬ 
terprises.  The  family  is  known 
for  successfully  fighting  all 
the  way  to  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  against  the  Obama  ad 
ministration's  attempt  to  force 
companies  to  provide  abor¬ 
tion-inducing  drugs  and  con¬ 


traceptives  to  all  employees. 

Successive  museum  floors 
include  a  wide  array  of  attrac¬ 
tions,  including  walk-through 
theatrical  exhibits  immersing 
visitors  in  Bible  stories,  Bible 
history  displays  comprising 
600  artifacts  and  50  media  pro¬ 
grams,  a  472-seat  World  Stage 
(heater,  a  3.000-square-foot 
biblical  garden,  and  a  cafe  of¬ 
fering  Bible-inspired  fare. 

Smtthsonian.com  has  de¬ 


scribed  the  venue  as  one  of  nine 
“must-see"  museums  opening 
in  2017. 

Among  those  who  gathered 
alongside  Green,  who  is  South¬ 
ern  Baptist,  were. 

■  Cardinal  Donald  Wuerl, 
archbishop  of  Washington. 

■  Rear  Admiral  Margaret 
Kibben,  a  Presbyterian  and 
chief  of  chaplains  of  the  U.S. 
Navy. 

■  Rabbi  Stuart  Weinblatt, 


president  of  the  Rabbinic  Cabi¬ 
net  of  the  Jew  ish  Federal  ions  ot , 
North  America 

■  U.S  Senate  Chaplain  Barn. 
Black,  a  Seventh  Day  Adventist 

■  U.S  House  of  Represent, 1 
lives  Chaplain  Pat  Conroy,  a  Je¬ 
suit  priest 

■  Ron  Dermer,  Israel  s  am 
bassador  to  the  li.S. 

■  Yarn-  levin,  Israel  s  Minis 
tei  of  1 1  ■,  11  |sn  mil  ■  ahi 
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First  Person:  See  this  pair  of 
delighful  Christmas  movies 


By  Phil  Boatwright 
Correspondent 

Though  a  bit  early  to  hang 
stoddngB  over 
the  mantle, 
it's  never  too 

soon  to  hear  a  ^^BLU, 
retelling  of  the  Si 

first  Christ-  ^^BL  : 
mas.  With  that 

reasoning,  ^M/a 

Sony  Pictures'  La  BM 
premieres  The  soatijviuqmt 
Star,  anew 

animated  version  of  the  birth  of 
Jesus,  in  theaters  now. 

Alongside  this  kid-aimed  ad¬ 
aptation  from  the  perspective  of 
the  animal  kingdom.  I  d  also  like 
to  feature  The  Miracle  Maker, 
toother  interesting  animated  re- 
enactment  of  our  Savior's  birth. 


story  of  Jesus,  from  His  birth  to 
His  great  sacrifice  for  mankind. 
With  the  use  of  Cbymatkm  and 
its  graphically  striking  two-di¬ 
mensional  animation,  thismade- 
for-TV  production  from  2000 
presents  the  life  of  Jesus  through 
the  eyes  of  a  sick  tittle  giri  who 
encounters  Christ  through  differ¬ 
ent  stages  of  His  ministry. 

Devised  to  hove  genuine  fam¬ 
ily  appeal.  The  Miracle  Maker 
(rated,  G,  available  at  Amazon, 
com)  ia  able  to  relate  the  Jesus 
of  the  B&le  to  little  ones  without 


The  Star 

The  tint  thing  I  asked  myself 
before  view™  mis,  movie  was 
whether  this  Disney-eaque 
interpretation  of  such  a  sacred 
moment  in  mankind's  history 
'  crimes  across  as  sacrilegious.  My 
conclusion  —  sacrilegious,  no; 
somewhat  frivolous,  yes. 

Not  much  regard  is  paid  to 
reverential  matters  in  this  cyni¬ 
cal  age.  Indeed,  take  respect  is 
shown  for  anything  anymore, 
except  for  countfera  kickoffs 
every  Sunday.  Some  would  argue 
that  those  cultural  events  have 
afeo  been  defiled. 

So,  I  wasn't  thrilled  with  the 
idea  of  animated  animals  taking 
the  spotlight  off  the  infant  who 
would  one  day  change  the  course 
of  mans  destiny,  but  after  see¬ 
ing  the  screener  1  gave  way  to 
another  view  of  this  lighthearted 

treatment  of  a  holy  event 
iVugU  rated  PG,  adults  are 
not  thetanjrted  audience  for 
The  Star.  The  script  has  been 
fashioned  in  a  way  to  make  the 
spiritual  aspect  erf  the  stray  un¬ 
derstandable  to  its  main  demo¬ 
graphic:  Bttle  ones 
*  Gratefully,  while  utilizin'  mis 
approach  the  fihnmafcaacwMd  V 


using  Jesus,  Mary,  or  Joseph 
as  the  brunt  of  jokes.  Well,  OK. 
Joseph,  like  most  sit -com  hus¬ 
bands,  is  a  bit  of  a  bumbler  but  it 
is  dear  he  is  a  good  man.  Here, 
the  animals  represent  mankind, 
ft  is  they  (we)  who  are  bewil¬ 
dered  until  the  true  meaning  of 
life  is  bom. 

1  believe  that  as  children 


Gospels.  The  kid-vid  combines 
twovery  different  animation 
disciplines  and  adds  vivid  special 
effects  to  make  this  interpreta¬ 
tion  mesmerizing  storytelling  for 
older  family  members  as  wen. 

While  winching  a  children's 
cartoon  may  sound  as  enjoyable 
as  doing  the  dishes,  it  can  have 


Aidy  Bryant  as  Ruth  the  sheep, 
and  Keegan  M  iriiael  K<-.  a 
Dave  the  dove,  they  wiD  open 
up  to  the  picture’s  sincere  and 
biblical  conclusion 

What's  more,  1  suspect  the 
86-minute  film  will  cause  family 
discussion  on  the  drive  home. 

The  oast  of  vocal  talent  also . 
includes  Gina  Rodriguez  as 
Maty,  Zachary  Levi  as  Joseph, 
radio  personality  Delilah  Rene 
as  Elizabeth,  Christopher  Phim- 
mer  as  King  Herod,  and  play¬ 
ing  other  animals  are  Patricia 
Heaton,  Oprah  Winfrey,  Tyler 
Peny,  Tracy  Morgan,  Kelly 
Chnaon.  Kris  Knstoffetson, 
Kristin  Chenoweth,  Anthony 
Anderson,  Ting  RJbames,  and 
Gabriel  Igiesias. 

The  Miracle  Maker 

The  Miracle  Maker  also  aids 
tfiildren  in  understanding  the 


A  few  years  ago  I  bad  to  view 
each  of  the  Tinker  BeBmade- 
fat^DVD  movies,  both  because  1 
was  reviewing  them  for  several 
outlets  and  because  my  then- 
seven-year-aid  niece  loved  Tink. 
With  each  DVD,  my  beloved 
niece  would  sit  on  the  floor  and. 
from  time  to  time,  look  bad;  at 
me  on  the  couch,  making  sure  I 


iwatcfaing. 

When  Td  laugh  at  the  exploits 
of  Ms.  Bell  andher  fellow  fairies, 
my  niece  would  be  pleased  that  I 
was  smart  enough  to  appreciate 
the  perplexities  of  her  favorite 
forest  wood  nymphs. 

My  point  ft  means  something 
to  kids  when  you  share  a  movie 
with  them,  and  for  years  after¬ 
ward  it  will  mean  something  to 
you.  Here's  the  secret  —  never 
make  fun  of  the  production 
Hint  watch  your  little  one 
enjijing  the  movie.  That  helps  a 

Boatwright  is  the  author  of 
MOVIES:  The  Good,  the  . Bad, 
and  the  Ready,  Really  Bad, 
avaOabk  at  Amaaon.com.  His 
commentary  appears  courtesy 
of  Baptist  Press.  Edited  fir  style. 


when  you  share  a  movie 


So.  Baptist  leaders 
weigh  in  on  Moore 
abuse  accusations 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  —  As  allegations 
of  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct  against 
Republican  U.S. 

Senate  candidate 
Roy  Moore  con¬ 
tinue  to  .roll  in. 

Southern  Baptist 
leaders  have  of¬ 
fered  a  range  of 
commentary  on 
the  embattled 
conservative. 

Moore’s  wife  Kayla  posted 
on  Facebook  Nov.  12  an  en¬ 
dorsement  of  her  husband  by 
more  than  50  pastors,  some 
Southern  Baptists,  but  Ala¬ 
bama's  AL.com  news  website 
noted  the  endorsement  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  ‘recycled’  state¬ 
ment  from  Aug.  15,  well  before 
two  women  accused  Moore  of 
sexual  contact  with  them  when 
they  were  teenagers  and  he  was 
in  his  early  30s. 

Three  pastors  listed  as  signa¬ 
tories  reportedly  told  news  media 
outlets  the  Moore  campaign  did 
not  ask  them  if  they  still  endorsed 
Moore  before  republishing  the 
statement,  and  they  asked  that 
their  names  be  removed. 

Meanwhile,  Joe  Godfrey, 
leader  of  the  Alabama  Baptist 
Convention's  public  policy  aux¬ 
iliary,  told  Baptist  Press  many 
of  his  state's  evangelical  voters 
are  experiencing  a  “struggle" 
because  they  must  choose  oe- 
tween  Moore,  ‘who  may  have 


tion  also  "is  repugnant.' 

Some  Baptists  including 
Russell  Moore,  president  of  the 
Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville;  Dan¬ 
iel  Akin,  president  of  South¬ 
eastern  Seminary  in  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.;  and  Bob  Terry, 
editor  of  the  Alabama  Baptist 
newspaper,  criticized  specific 
defenses  of  Roy  Moore  while 
not  addressing  the  allegations 
against  him. 

Russell  Moore  is  not  related 
to  Roy  Moore. 

On  Nov.  13,  a  woman  ac¬ 
cused  Roy  Moore,  70,  of  sexu¬ 
ally  assaulting  her  in  the  late 
1970s  when  sne  was  16.  The 
previous  week,  another  wom¬ 
an  alleged  Moore  had  inap¬ 
propriate  sexual  contact  with 
her  when  she  was  14  and  he 
was  32.  Three  additional  wom¬ 
en  said  Roy  Moore  pursued 
romantic  relationships  with 
them  as  teenagers  when  he 
was  a  young  adult,  according 
to  The  Washington  Post. 

Roy  Moore  has  denied  all  the 
charges  and  says  he  is  remaining 
in  the  race  to  nil  the  U.S.  Senate 
seat  vacated  when  Jeff  Sessions 
was  appointed  U.S.  Attorney 
General  by  U.S.  President  Don¬ 
ald  Trump.  The  election  between 
Moore  and  Democrat  Doug 
Jones  is  slated  for  Dec.  12. 


At  least  a  dozen  GOP  U.S. 
senators,  including  Majority 
Leader  Mitch  McConnell,  have 
called  for  Moore  to  withdraw 
from  the  race  in  the  wake  of  sex¬ 
ual  misconduct  allegations,  ac¬ 
cording  to  news  media  reports. 

Others  like  Southern  Baptist 
James  Lankford  of  Oklahoma 
have  said  Moore  should  with¬ 
draw,  if  the  allegations  are  true. 

Moore  is  Southern  Baptist 
and  a  former  chief  justice  of 
the  Alabama  Supreme  Court 
who  has  long  drawn  media  at¬ 
tention  for  controversial  stands 
like  refusing  to  remove  a  Ten 
Commandments  monument 
from  the  Alabama  Judicial 
Building  and  advising  probate 
judge-  not  to  issue  same  sex 
marriage  licenses  even  after  a 
U.S.  -Hj'.reme  Court*  ruling  le¬ 
galized  same  sex  marriage. 

He  was  finally  booted  from 
the  Alabama  Supreme  Court 
for  refusing  a  federal  court  or¬ 
der  to  remove  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  monument,  which 
he  himself  had  commissioned. 

The  pastors’  endorsement 
posted  by  Kayla  Moore  called 
Roy  Moore  “a  man  who  cares 
for  the  people,  a  man  who  un¬ 
derstands  our  Constitution  in 
the  tradition  of  our  Founding 
Fathers,  and  a  man  who  deeply 
loves  America." 

The  statement,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  include  signatures 
of  at  least  six  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists,  added,  “We  are  ready  to 
join  the  fight  and  send  a  bold 
message  to  Washington:  dis¬ 
honesty,  fear  of  man,  and  im¬ 
morality  are  an  affront  to  our 
convictions  and  our  Savior  and 
we  won't  put  up  with  it  any  lon¬ 
ger.  We  urge  you  to  join  us  at 
the  polls  to  cast  your  vote  for 
Roy  Moore." 

Thad  Endicott,  pastor  of 
an  Opelika  church  that  is  not 
Southern  Baptist,  was  among 
the  pastors  listed  in  Kayla 
Moore's  Facebook  post,  but  he 
told  AL.com  the  endorsement 
“was  evidently  copied  and  past¬ 
ed  from  the  August  endorse¬ 
ments  without  checking  to  see 
if  I  still  endorsed  Moore." 

At  least  two  other  former¬ 
ly-endorsing  ministers  made 
similar  claims,  one  to  AL.com 
and  another  to  an  Alabama 
Fox  affiliate. 

Baptist  Press  was  not  able 
to  reach  any  Southern  Baptists 
on  the  list  of  endorsers  before 
publication  deadline. 

Godfrey,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Alabama  Citizens 
Action  Program,  said  many 
Christian  voters  in  Alabama 
“find  themselves  in  a  dilemma 
of  not  knowing  exactly  what  to 
do.  The  hope  -  and  the  prayer 
—  is  that  new  information  is 
going  to  cmne  out  before  the 
election  that  will  either  lead  to 
Roy  Moore  stepping  aside  if  the 
accusations  eanbe  proven  or  t  ■ 
him  being  exonerated." 
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